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Color-and-Weave 
Towels
Designed by Liz Gipson 

These towels give 
you a lot for a little. 
Four towels from 

one warp, each with a 
different border. You may 
be familiar with popular 
color-and-weave patterns 
such as Houndstooth 
Check and Log Cabin, 
but those are just the tip 
of the iceberg. Meet two 
new—and nameless—
patterns. Included are 
tips for how to manage 
two colors and work with 
doubled threads. 
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Yarn 8/2 unmercerized cotton from Cotton Clouds;
3,369 yd/lb; 100% cotton; shown in Jade (#67) and
Light Turk (#56)

Tools Rigid-heddle loom with a 15-inch weaving
width; 10-dent rigid heddle; 3 shuttles

Notions Coordinating sewing thread and needle;
straight pins; tapestry needle; craft or other paper
that you can cut to 27 continuous inches; T-pin

Warp 896 yd Jade; 288 yd Light Turk 

Weft 679 yd Jade; 22 yd Light Turk

Warp Ends 224 Jade/72 Light Turk

Color Order [8 Jade/2 Light Turk/4 Jade/2 Light
Turk] × 18 + 8 Jade. There are 2 ends in every
slot and hole. 

Warp Length 4 yd (includes loom waste of 30")

Width In Reed 144⁄5"

EPI (Ends Per Inch) 20 (2 ends in every slot and
every hole of a 10-dent rigid heddle)

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 8 (using a doubled weft as 
one pick)

Woven Length 27"

Finished Size Four 13" × 21" towels

Project Specs: Blue Daiquiri Colorway

The Blue Daiquiri Towels are made from weavers’ favorite 8/2 
unmercerized cotton. Soft, absorbent, hard wearing, inexpensive, 
and available in a wide variety of colors, it is the perfect choice 
for weaving miles and miles of towels. 

Yarn 8/2 Venne Organic Cotton from Louet; 3,330
yd/lb; 100% organic cotton; shown in Fawn (#6024)
and Cream (#7100)

Tools Rigid-heddle loom with a 15-inch weaving
width; 10-dent rigid heddle; 3 shuttles

Notions Coordinating sewing thread and needle;
straight pins; tapestry needle; craft or other paper
that you can cut to 27 continuous inches; T-pin

Warp 888 yd Fawn; 312 yd Cream

Weft 814 yd Fawn; 30 yd Cream

Warp Ends 222 Fawn/78 Cream

Color Order [6 Fawn/2 Cream] × 36 + 6 Fawn. 
There are 2 ends in every slot and hole. 

Warp Length 4 yd (includes loom waste of 30")

Width In Reed 141⁄2"

EPI (Ends Per Inch) 20 (2 ends in every slot and
every hole of a 10-dent rigid heddle)

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 10 (using a doubled weft as
one pick)

Woven Length 27"

Finished Size Four 12 7⁄8" × 211⁄4" towels

Project Specs: Root Beer Float Colorway

The organic cotton used to weave the Root Beer Float Towels has 
a nice hard twist that allows the pattern to really pop. Organic 
cotton retains much of its natural wax, making the fabric buttery 
smooth yet still absorbent. 
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Directions 
Dress the Loom Warp the loom following the project 
specs for your chosen towels and using your preferred 
warping method. 

When threading the rigid heddle, you will place 2 
ends in every slot and hole. If you are using the direct 
warping method, this is one of the rare times you can 
thread the holes at the same time you thread the slots 
since the yarns are already doubled!

Mini cones make managing 2 ends easier. If you only 
have a large cone of yarn, wind off half the yardage in 
a center-pull ball and use it as your second end or pull 
from both ends of a center-pull ball. (See Tips & Tricks.)

As you wind, be sure that your cones are secured in a 
way that they won’t tangle with one another. You can 
use two large mixing bowls, a cone holder, or a yarn 
holder designed for knitting yarns. 

Wind the Shuttles Weave the hems with a single strand 
of cotton to keep them from having too much bulk. The 
rest of the towel is woven with a doubled strand. See 
Tips & Tricks for the ways to manage a doubled weft. 
Wind one shuttle with 60 yards of a single end of your 
main body color. Wind a second shuttle with doubled 
ends of the remaining main color weft and a third with 
doubled ends of your accent color. (See A Note On 
Color, page 5.)

Prepare a Guide To ensure that each towel is the same 
size and that the pattern is placed in the same area, use 
a paper guide. (See Making A Guide, on page 4.) 

Weave the Towels Weave scrap yarn to spread the 
warp. Using a shuttle wound with a single end of your 
main body color and leaving a tail 4 times the width of 
the warp, weave a few picks of plain weave. Secure the 
beginning of the towel using the tail and the embroidery 
stitch. (See Tips & Tricks.)

After securing the ends, continue weaving plain weave 
with a single end for a total of 1 3⁄4". Pin your guide to 
the cloth. Switch to the shuttle with doubled ends of 
your main body color and weave for an additional 1 3⁄4". 

Using 2 shuttles, one with the main body color (dark) 
and other with the accent color (light), weave the color-
and-weave pattern of your choice (see Towel Patterns, 

page 3) for 3 1⁄4". 
As you weave the color-and-weave sections, interlock 
the working and nonworking weft colors at the selvedge 
to diminish large loops. (See Managing Two Weft 
Colors, page 5.) 

After weaving the pattern, continue weaving with 
doubled ends of the main body color for 18 1⁄2", repinning 
the guide as needed.

Switch to the shuttle 
with a single strand of 
the main body color. 
Weave 1 3⁄4". Secure 
the warp with the 
embroidery stitch.

Weave the next three 
towels as you did the 
first, leaving 2" gap 
between each towel 
(see photo above) and 
changing the color-
and-weave pattern for 
each one.

Wash Remove the cloth from the loom. Cut the towels 
apart. Trim the fringe and any weft joins to about 2" to 
keep them from tangling in the wash. Machine wash, 
regular cycle. Tumble dry. 

Leave a 2" gap between each towel. Secure each end of each towel 
with embroidery stitch.

Fold the hem twice, encasing the embroidery stitch, then pin.

Whipstitch the hem, catching the same 
wefts in the towel and the hem with 
each pass.
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Root Beer Float Towels, in Cream 
(Light or L) Fawn (Dark or D) 
shown from left to right on  
page 1 
L/L/D × 9, ending with 2 L
L/L/L/D × 7, ending with 3 L
L/L/D/D × 7, ending with 2 L
L/D/D/D × 7, ending with 1 L

Towels Patterns

Making A Guide

Trim the fringe to ¼" from the embroidery stitch. Trim 
the weft tails at their base where they meet the cloth. 
Steam press. 

Hem Fold the ends twice so that the fold meets the 
transition between the single end and the doubled end 
of weft. Using coordinating sewing thread, whipstitch 
the fold in place. (See photos, page 3.)   Y

I recently helped to produce an online floor loom weaving 
class for Craftsy.com featuring Janet Dawson. (She is 
also Yarnworker’s Tech Editor.) This online class is full of 
invaluable tips. One of them is how to keep track of your 
measurements as you weave by using a paper guide. 

I’ve never tried this method of measuring on the loom before. 
I had an aversion to having a roll of paper in the middle of 
my cloth as I wove. I’m glad I gave it a try! This is a great way 
to make sure that each of your towels is exactly the same. The 
paper wasn’t nearly as distracting as I feared. 

I used craft paper, as I have rolls of it around to pack  
my warps. Janet suggests adding machine tape, but any strip 
of paper will do. It is helpful if it already has a curl. 

Cut a strip about 3" wide and at least 27" long. Mark a line at 
each measurement:
1 3⁄4" first hem 
1 3⁄4" first section of main color (background)
3 1⁄4" color-and-weave pattern (pattern)
18 1⁄2" second section of main color (background)
1 3⁄4" remaining for the second hem

(If you like this tip, even if you aren’t a floor-loom weaver, 
you will find lots of information in Jane’t class to improve 
your weaving. She is a master of efficiency.) 

Blue Daiquiri Towels, in Light 
Turk (Light or L) and Jade (Dark or 
D) shown from left to right  
in the photo on page 1
L/D/D × 8, ending with 1 L
L/L/D × 8, ending with 2 L
L/D/D/D/D/L/D/D × 3, ending 
with 1 L
L/D × 12, ending with 1 L

Using a guide will ensure that each towel has the same 
measurements and pattern placement as the next.

Liz Gipson seeks new ways to give her  
loom a workout. She draws inspiration  
from her home that is always in need of a 
new textile. lizgipson.com 
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Place the shuttle with the nonworking weft behind 
the rigid heddle, allowing it to follow the path of the 
selvedge thread. In this case, the last warp end 
(selvedge) is up so the nonworking weft is up. 
When you weave the next pick, pass the working 
weft under the nonworking weft.

 When you change sheds to weave the next pick the 
selvedge end will now be down. Pass the working 
weft over the nonworking weft. 

As you weave the color-and-weave sections, interlock 
the working and nonworking wefts at the selvedge to 
diminish large loops. Treat the nonworking weft as 
you would the selvedge. If the selvedge is down, pass 

the working weft over the nonworking weft. If the 
selvedge end is up, pass the working weft under the 
nonworking weft. (See photos at below.) 

Managing Two Weft Colors

A Note On Color
Perhaps, the greatest thing about weaving your 
own cloth is that you have complete control over 
the outcome. If these colors are not to your liking, 
pick your own. Be sure there is enough contrast for 
the pattern to appear. How much contrast is up to 
you. Sampling is an invaluable part of the process. 
It is worth a bit of yarn to make sure your color 
combinations work the way you think they will. The 
sample at right was woven before weaving the Blue 
Daiquiri Towels. (Note: This is the pattern from the 
Root Beer Float Towels.) 

This sample was woven with a low-contrast yarn (turquoise) and a 
high-contrast yarn (yellow).



 6 of 6    |    Yarnworker    |    All rights reserved. © 2013    |    Version 3, last revised 10-2016    |    $6.95
      yarnworker.com

Tension the yarn and place the needle 
under your desired number of ends—in 
this case 3.

Forming the letter C, thread the needle 
over the bottom curve of the C to form 
a loop around the warp.

Pull the loop tight and contine working in 
this manner across the warp. Keep the 
yarn under tension at all times.

Mini cones are an excellent way to purchase coned yarns. 
They are also handy when it comes to winding doubled 
ends. 

If you purchased your yarn on a large cone, you can wind 
off a center-pull ball and pull both the inner and outer 
ends at the same time to create a doubled end. A double-
bobbin boat shuttle is also a handy way to weave with 
two ends. 

Embroidery Stitch
A handy stitch to quickly secure the 

warp and get to weaving faster.

Working With Doubled Ends
There are a number of ways to work wtih a a doubled 

weft. No matter which method you choose you want to 
be sure that you wind your shuttle with even tension  

on both threads.

Tips 
  TRICKS& 


