
NEW MEXICO INSTITUTE OF MINING AND TECHNOLOGY 
FA 289C-01 Weaving 101 

Term: Spring 2022 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

Instructor: Liz Gipson 
Phone: 970-817-0155 
Email: worker@yarnworker.com 
Website: www.yarnworker.com 
Textbook: Optional: Weaving Made Easy by Liz 
Gipson. There is a classroom copy available. 

Credit: One Semester Credit 
Prerequisites: None 
Class Dates: 19 January  - 4 May 2022 
Location: FACE 114 
Time: Wed 3:30-5:30 PM 
Course Communications: Email is best 

Syllabus and links to handouts will be available here: https://yarnworker.com/new-mexico-tech-handouts/  
Due to foreseeable absenteeism due to COVID, Tech students can register for Weaving 101 at the 
Yarnworker School. Use the discount Code for 100% off: TechWeavers. This online course will offers 
fundamental online instruction and is available to you throughout the semester.  

Course Description: Weaving is a celebrated art in the Southwest. Based on a binary system, it has deep 
roots in the history of technology, making it an exceptionally well-placed subject at New Mexico Tech. In 
this class, you will learn the fundamentals of how handwoven cloth is made, including: yarn selection, 
setting up the loom, weaving, finishing, project planning, and regional history. Students have the 
opportunity to weave three class projects and an optional final project of their own design.  

Course Grading: 

Projects: Projects are graded on effort—show me a completed project and you get 100 points.  Students 
retain all their work. This course is graded on a Pass/Fail basis. You must receive 200 points to pass. 

Homework: All student work should be able to be completed in class. Due to COVID, students will be 
allowed to check out looms for the semester to complete work on their own and to reduce classroom 
congestion. If you are unable to attend the class, please let the instructor know ahead of time or your 
absence cannot be made up.  

Attendance and Participation: Students must attend 80% of the required classes to pass. Please sign in 
at the beginning of each class. Punctuality is expected. Most classes will consist of an introductory  
lecture/demonstration and one hour of open weave time.   

Scarf 100 points

Runner 100 points

Mini Rug 100 points

Optional Student-Designed Project May be counted towards 
project points above

TOTAL 300 points
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Supplies: You will be provided a loom for use during the semester. You will be provided with enough 
yarns to complete three projects. It is recommended that you bring scissors and a tape measure to class if 
you have them. There will be a few available in class to borrow.  

Tentative Class Schedule, Subject to Change:  

January 19: Intro to the class and demonstration of 1st project. 

January 26: Warp First Project 

February 2: Open Weaving, 1st Project Finishing Demonstration 

February 9: Intro to 2nd Project/1st Project Due 

February 16: Warp 2nd Project 

February 23: Open Weaving 

March 2: Open Weaving/2nd Project Finishing Demonstration 

March 9: Intro to 3rd Project 

March 16: Spring Break 

March 23: Warp 3rd Project/2nd project due 

March 30: Open Weaving, 3rd Project Finishing Demonstration 

April 6: Open Weaving, No In-person Class 

April 13:  Student-Designed Project 

April 20: Student-Designed Project 

April 27: Student-Designed Project 

May 4: All Projects Due, Turn in Loom. 

Loom Checkout Each student will be assigned a loom and associated accessories for the duration of the 
semester. You are responsible for this equipment and must return it in good condition on the last day of 
class. Failure to do so will result in a $300 fee added to your student account. 

Appropriate Classroom Use of Laptops/Computers/Smart Phones: Please refrain from instant 
messaging, e-mailing, surfing the Internet, playing games, doing homework, etc. during class lecture time. 
You are free to do so during open weaving time, as long as it doesn’t disturb other students. 

Cell Phone Policy: Tech encourages students to have cell phones in class for use with the emergency alert 
system (please register for this service on the Tech website).  PLEASE make sure the phone is set to 
VIBRATE ONLY and the ringer or beeper is off. The link to the Emergency Notification System is at the 
top of the NMT website in red: www.nmt.edu/cat-campus-police/4002-emergency-notification-system In 
addition, if you must report an emergency situation, please call Campus Police at 575-835-5434. 

Reasonable Accommodations: NMT is committed to protecting the rights of individuals with 
disabilities.  Qualified individuals who require reasonable accommodations are invited to make their 



needs known to the Office for Disability Services (ODS) as soon as possible.  They will describe the 
process by which you can request such accommodations for this course.  To schedule an appointment, 
please call 575-835-6209, or email disability@nmt.edu. 

Counseling Services: New Mexico Tech offers individual and couples counseling, safety assessments, 
crisis intervention, and consultations through The Counseling Center.  These confidential services are 
provided free of charge by licensed professionals.  For more information, please call 575-835-6619, email 
counseling@nmt.edu  or complete an Intake Form on our website at https://www.nmt.edu/cds/. All 
services are provided via phone or Zoom during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
Respect Statement:  New Mexico Tech supports freedom of expression.  As stated in the New Mexico 
Tech Guide to Conduct and Citizenship:  “New Mexico Tech’s primary purpose is education, which 
includes teaching, research, discussion, learning, and service. An atmosphere of free and open inquiry is 
essential to the pursuit of education. Tech seeks to protect academic freedom and build on individual 
responsibility to create and maintain an academic atmosphere that is a purposeful, just, open, disciplined, 
and caring community.” 

Student COVID-19 Safety Issues for Face-to-Face Instruction:  As of the beginning of Spring 
semester, NMT classes are under the following constraints, which may change as COVID conditions and/
or New Mexico Governor’s orders change.  Please check for daily updates of COVID constraints, posted 
on www.nmt.edu/covid19/. 

1) All vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals are required to wear a face mask indoors anywhere on 
campus.   

2) Instructors and TAs will not ask for proof of vaccination.   
3) Please note provisions on masks, vaccines or other possible requirements are subject to change as 

the situation evolves, based on guidance from the Centers for Disease Control, the State of New 
Mexico, and university officials (i.e., the President and the Board of Regents).   

4) Students should not come to class if they are feeling ill and to follow any quarantine guidelines 
that they are given in the event of exposure to COVID-19. If you do miss class, please contact the 
instructor for missed assignments, contact the Student Health Center, and consider getting tested 
for COVID-19.  

The above guidelines may be modified in response to changing conditions.  For the most up-to-date 
guidelines, please consult NMT’s COVID-19 information page: https://www.nmt.edu/covid19/. 

Title IX Reporting: Sexual misconduct, sexual violence and other forms of sexual misconduct and 
gender-based discrimination are contrary to the University’s mission and core values, violate university 
policies, and may also violate state and federal law (Title IX).  Faculty members are considered 
“Responsible Employees” and are required to report incidents of these prohibited behaviors.  Any such 
reports should be directed to Tech’s Title IX Coordinator (Dr. Peter Phaiah, 122 West Hall, 575-835-5880 
(O), 575-322-0001 (C), titleixcoordinator@nmt.edu). Please visit Tech’s Title IX Website (www.nmt.edu/
titleix) for additional information and resources.
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