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One Skein, Three Ways
making the most of variegated yarn

  with Liz Gipson

Know-H
ow fo

r th
e 

Rigid Heddle W
eaver

Weaving is a great medium 
to show off multicolored 
yarns. During the Fall 

2019 Yarnworker Weave-Along, I'll 
show you three ways to warp that 
emphasize multicolored yarns. 
From beginner-friendly to next-
step challenges, top to bottom are 
pick-up lace, pooled, and clasped 
warp. Included in this pattern are 
the specifications for the scarves 
demonstrated during the weave-
along. They use surprisingly little 
yardage, are fairly forgiving, and 
weave up quickly, so you can 
fearlessesly jump into trying some of 
the yarn choosing, sett selecting tips, 
and warping techniques I'll share 
during this weave-along. 

http://www.yarnworker.com
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Project Specs

Tools  Rigid-heddle loom 
with at least an 8" weaving 
width; rigid-heddle reed of 
choice; 2 shuttles, tapestry 
needle. Optional: pick-up 
stick at least 8" long, warping
pegs or board, swift.

Warp Yarn To warp all three 
scarves, I used SweetGeorgia
Yarns Flaxen Silk DK, 6-ply,
DK weight, 65% silk/45%

linen blend; 248 yds (225m)/4
oz (115g) skein, 3-ply in Tea
Leaves colorway; additional
skein of Birch used for
clasped warp technique, use 
a yarn that has same yarn 
contruction and twist.

Below are specs for each 
technique as demonstrated 
during the weave-along. See 
page 3 and orientation tips 

video for yarn selection tips. 

In all three cases, I'm setting 
the yarn a little bit closer 
than a balanced plain weave 
sett, and weaving with a finer 
yarn than the warp yarn.

The exact yarns I used are 
avilable at SweetGeorgia 
Yarns as a bundle.

Yarn Weft: SweetGeorgia 
Yarns CashSilk Lace, 2-ply,
55% silk/45% cashmere, 400 
yds (335 m)/ 1¾ oz (50g) 
skein in Ultraviolet 

Warp 109 yd

Weft 77 yd 

Warp Length 55" (allows for 
18" loom waste)

Warp Ends 71

Width in Reed 6"

EPI (Ends Per Inch)/Sett 12 

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 10

Finished Size About 36" by 
5" with 4" fringe

Pooled

Yarn Weft: SweetGeorgia 
Yarns CashSilk Lace, 2-ply,
55% silk/45% cashmere, 400 
yds (335 m)/ 1¾ oz (50g) 
skein in Wisteria 

Warp  85 yd variegated, 85
yd contrasting solid

Weft 70 yd 

Warp Length 62" (allows for 
18" loom waste)

Warp Ends Sett of 8: 49 
working ends, 98 total ends; 
sett of 7.5: 45 working ends, 
90 total ends

Width in Reed 6"

EPI (Ends Per Inch)/Sett 
8 or 7.5 (effective sett of 16 or 
15 respectively) with 2 warp 
ends in every slot and hole

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 9

Finished Size About 40" by 
5" with 4" fringe

Clasped WarpPick-Up Lace

Yarn Weft: SweetGeorgia 
Yarns Bulletproof Sock, 
4-ply, fingering weight,
50% Superwash Merino/15% 
silk/15% mohair/20% nylon; 
437 yds (400 m)/3½ oz 
(100g) skein in Wisteria

Warp 102 yd

Weft 77 yd 

Warp Length 62" (allows for 
18" loom waste)

Warp Ends 59

Width In Reed 6"

EPI (Ends Per Inch) 10

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 10

Finished Size About 40" by 
5" with 4" fringe

http://www.yarnworker.com
https://sweetgeorgiayarns.com/shop/one-skein-three-ways-yarnworker-rigid-heddle-scarf-kit/
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Assuming you have found a beautiful variegated yarn you want to use as warp, here is 
the process I use to select a coordinating weft yarn and appropriate sett to create a warp-
emphasis fabric that will show off your warp colors. Generally speaking, a warp yarn 
should be smooth and strong. Check out this YouTube video for tips to test your yarn for 
appropriateness as warp.

1) Select a coordinating solid that is similar in color to the darkest color in the skein. This 
will allow the weft to act as a contrast to the other lighter colors. This assumes that the colors 
are very distinct from one another. There are exceptions to every suggestion. You are the 
painter of your own cloth. 

2) Pick a weft that is finer than your warp. For instance, if the warp is a DK, then you may 
want to select a sport weight. This will emphasize the warp color and de-emphasize the weft 
yarn. Pay attention to color value and how that will shift your colors. 

3) Select a close sett. Determine a balanced plain weave sett, then select the next finer sett 
available to you. The closer the yarn setts and the finer the weft, the more pronounced the 
warp will be. In the case of the pooled warp, I went up two sett sizes and decreased my weft 
size from sport to a lace. If you don't have another sett available, increase your weft size. See 
Selecting Weft Color video for swatches in a balance plain weave sett. 

Note: The clasped warp scarf requires that you double your ends in every slot and hole. There 
are two ways to express this kind of sett, the actual size of the rigid heddle, and the "effective" 
sett, or how many actual ends there are in an inch of weft. At right in the sett checker below, is 
an effective sett of 16 expressed in a size 8 rigid heddle. To keep the warp yarns from twirling 
when interlaced, it is best to use the same style yarn for both colors in the warp.

3-Step Yarn Selection Process to Create a Warp-Emphasis Fabric

Choosing color is personal. You can apply your knowledge of color 
theory or use your gut instincts to choose what is pleasing to you. 
I've had good luck with using the variegated warp yarn itself as a 
guide. By selecting a weft in a similar color to the darkest shade in 
the variegated yarn and using a finer weight, the warp colors are 
emphasized and the weft colors don't compete. 

To guesstimate a balanced plain weave sett, wrap your warp yarn 
around a ruler for the space of an inch.  Divide the number in half. 
This calculation will give you an estimation of your balanced plain 
weave sett. Shown here, my yarns wrap 17 times in a space of an 
inch, so my balanced plain weave sett estimation would be 8.5. 

The actual setts I used on a sett checker: 12 (pooled), 10 (lace), 16 
clasped.

http://www.yarnworker.com
https://youtu.be/BBrZZTz54mE
https://yarnworker.com/color-value/
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DIRECTIONS

Warping See demonstration videos during 
Warping Week for tips to warp using each 
technique. Note: the pick-up lace requires 
that both selvedges are in a slot, the other two 
methods do not. 

Weaving Wind one shuttle with scrap yarn and 
the other with your weft of choice. 

Start by weaving about 1½" of scrap yarn to 
spread the warp. 

Pick-Up Lace

Using your weft of choice, weave three picks 
of plain weave starting in an up position (up, 
down, up). Use a tail tuck to incorporate the 
tail (see resources on page 5 for a link to a blog 
post on joins). 

Charge the Pick-Up Stick: With the heddle 
in the down position, pick up across the warp 
as follows: *2 down, 2 up, repeat 7 times from 
*. End with 2 down. You are only picking up 
slotted threads.

Start with 2 picks plain weave (down, up). Then 
weave the following pick-up pattern for 40" or 
until you can no longer get a clean shed: 
1. down
2. up and pick-up stick
3. down
4. up and pick-up stick
5. down
6. up

End with 2 picks plain weave. Cut a generous 
tail and needleweave for about 2" between the 
last and second-to-last pick. 

Pooling and Clasped Warp

Both of these scarves are woven in plain weave 
for 40" or until you can no longer get a clean 
shed. 

Use a tail tuck to start your project, (see 
resources on page 5 for a link to a blog post 
on joins). End by cutting a generous tail and 
needleweave for about 2" between the last and 
second-to-last pick. 

Finishing Remove the scarf from the loom by 
cutting the warp behind the heddle, close to 
the apron rod, being careful not to snip your 
apron cords.  Untie it from the front beam to 
preserve as much fringe as possible

Trim all weft tails to about 2". Lay the scarf 
on a table with one end facing you and weight 
with a book to keep it from moving, then work 
the finish of your choice as demonstrated in 
the video.

Washing I prefer to use a no-rinse soap, 
such as SOAK, but you can also use any mild 
detergent to wash your scarf. 

Fill a basin with warm water. Add the 
recommended amount of no-rinse soap or 
1 tbsp. of mild detergent. Lay the scarf in 
the water, gently swish, then let soak for 20 
minutes. 

If using detergent, remove the scarf and fill 
the basin with water that is about the same 
temperature you just drained out. Most 
likely the water has cooled, so you want to 
approximate that temperature to prevent 
felting. Rinse the scarf. Remove from the rinse 
water and squeeze dry. 

Air dry flat. Trim any tails flush with cloth, and 
fringe to desired length.  

To create a warp float, place the heddle in the up position. Then slide 
the pick-up stick to the back of the rigid heddle. In the directions, this 
position is called “up and pick-up stick.”

http://www.yarnworker.com
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MODIFYING THE PROJECT

To adapt these patterns to your desired width 
and length, use this worksheet. To increase the 
width of the pick-up lace, increase the number 
of warp ends by units of 8 ends each in order to 
maintain the pattern. The pooling warp lenght 
depends on your skein style. See, Pooled Warp 
Lenght lesson. 

Warp Length

____" (final desired length) × ____  (take-up/

shrinkage)* + ____ (loom waste, includes fringe) = 

____ warp length

Number of Warp Ends

_____"(final desired width) × _____ (take-up/

shrinkage)* × ____ (sett) = _____ warp ends

Warp Yardage

________ (number of ends) × _______" (warp 

length) ÷ 36 = _______ total yds for warp 

Woven Length

_____" (finished length without fringe) × _____ 

(take-up/shrinkage)* = _____ woven length

Weft Yardage

_________ (p.p.i.) × _________ (woven length) × 

_________ (width in the reed)** ÷ 36  = _______

total yds for weft

* I use 10% (1.1) cotton; 15% (1.15) wool; 20% (1.2) 
highly elastic yarns 
** Calculate width by dividing the number of ends 
by the sett.

RESOURCES FROM THE YARNWORKER WORLD

Here are a few links to posts and a video you 
may find useful when working these patterns 
and making your yarn selections. 

Evaluating Yarns for Weaving video 

Meet the Sett Checker blog post

Geeking Out: Joins blog post

Reading a Pick-Up Pattern blog post

Weave-alongs are free due to the generosity 
of Yarnworker Patrons, the booster club of 
the Yarnworker School. If you would like to 
become a patron, visit patreon.com/lizgipson. 

Liz Gipson is smitten by small looms and big 
plans. She is the host of Yarnworker.com, a 
source for rigid-heddle know-how. To learn more 
about Liz, visit yarnworker.com/liz-gipson.

The minimum 
viable scarf  is a 
perfect grab-and-
go accessory.

http://www.yarnworker.com
https://yarnworker.thinkific.com/courses/take/variegated-yarn-challenge/lessons/9032569-pooled-warp-length
https://yarnworker.thinkific.com/courses/take/variegated-yarn-challenge/lessons/9032569-pooled-warp-length
https://youtu.be/BBrZZTz54mE
https://yarnworker.com/meet-the-sett-checker/
https://yarnworker.com/joins/
https://yarnworker.com/reading-a-pick-up-pattern/
http://www.patreon.com/lizgipson
https://yarnworker.com/liz-gipson/

