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Full On Coasters
Spring 2021 Weave-Along with Liz Gipson

Know-H
ow fo

r th
e 

Rigid Heddle W
eaver

F ulled fabrics are so fun! You get all the fun 
of weaving, then you throw the fabric in 
the washing machine to hide any of the 

imperfections you may be fussing over.  If you take 
your fabric all the way to felted, all you have to do 
to finish it is cut the fabric in the shape you want. 
Shown here are coasters from our weave-along 
project which is a great format to get to know this 
technique. You can make a wide variety of projects 
such as stuffed animals, soft sculptures, scarves, 
slippers, garments, or wherever your imagination 
takes you using this technique. See page 5 for 
additional project ideas.

Yarn 
2 colors of worsted- or DK-weight,
1,000-1,200 yd/lb, non-superwash
wool, something that shrinks in 
the wash. I’ll use Brown Sheep 
Prairie Spun for demonstration. 
See page 4 for tips on how to test
the feltiness of your yarn. 
To create a uniform fabric, I
recommend weaving with the
same yarn in warp and weft, but
feel free to experiment!

Tools Rigid-heddle loom with at
least an 8" weaving width; 8-dent
rigid heddle; 1-3 shuttles.

Warp Yardage  100 yd (50 yd of 
two different colors.)

Weft Yardage  80 yd (same or 
multiple colors, each coaster uses
about 15 yds of weft)

Warp Length 62" (allows for 20"
loom waste; 8"sample; add 8" for 
each additional coaster)

Warp Ends 56

Width in Rigid Heddle/Reed 7"

EPI (Ends Per Inch)/Sett 8 

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 7-8 
depending on the thickness of 
your yarn

Finished Size Four 4" square
coasters. Dimensions can vary 
based on your materials.

Coaster Specs
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Warping Following the project specs, warp the 
loom as follows: Center the warp in the rigid 
heddle for 7". Using the direct warping method, 
thread slots for 7", alternating between colors. 

Wind the warp on the back beam, adding packing 
paper between the layers. Move one thread in each 
slot to a hole. Tie the warp on the front apron rod 
and adjust for even tension. 

Weaving Wind your shuttles. You can use a 
separate shuttle for each color, or if you have a 
limited number of shuttles, wind your colors on 
top of one another.  

Start with your first color. You will use your weft as 
your header so it will shrink at the same rate as the 
rest of your fabric. Throughout this process, you 
can leave your weft tails hanging out the side of 
the fabric or tuck them in. 

Weave about 1½" of weft or until the gaps formed 
by tying on the apron rod are closed.  This area will 
be cut away after finishing.

Begin your sample by weaving 8", then 
hemstitching the end to secure. This first section 
will be cut from the rest of the cloth to use as a 
sample to test your finishing technique.

Leave a 2"gap of open warp and start your 
coasters. Leave a tail about 4 times the width of 
your fabric and weave an inch of fabric. Use the tail 
to hemstitch the beginning of the fabric. 

Each coaster takes about 8"of woven cloth. This 
gives you a little bit extra for trimming to square. It 
isn’t necessary to hemstitch between the coasters 
or at the end. 

Continue weaving, maintaining your weft angle 
and advancing often. Press the yarn gently as 
you weave to maintain a consistent number of 
picks per inch. You can weave each coaster with a 
different color or combination of colors. 

Weave an additional 2"of cloth on your last coaster 
to serve as header in the wash. 

Finishing Remove the fabric from the loom by 
cutting the warp behind the heddle, then untie the 
warp from the front apron rods. Cut the sample 
from the rest of the fabric. 

Washing The amount of shrinkage will vary with 
the yarn, water temperature, style of washing 
machine, and amount of agitation. This is where 
your sample will be a great help. While it’s possible 
to repeat the process to make the fabric denser, 
there’s no going back to undo fulling that has 
already occurred.

I suggest taking the most conservative route first. 
You can always run the fabric through the process 
again if the fabric hasn’t fully fused enough to cut 
without further finishing.

We are tackling fulling in its most rudimentary 
form. The best resource I know for diving into all 
the nooks and crannies of wet finishing your fabric 
is Laura Fry’s self-published book, Magic In The 
Water. It is available in a digital format on her 
website, or you can order a print copy via Blurb.

Fulling to Felted
See page 4 for the difference between these two 
states. For a lightly fulled fabric, set the machine 
on the delicate cycle using cold water on a low 
water level setting if available. Allow the washing 
machine to fill, then add a couple of teaspoons of 
delicate washing soap along with the sample. 

Let the agitator run for a minute, then check the 
cloth to see how much shrinkage has occurred. If 
you’re satisfied with the degree of fulling, remove 
the fabric from the machine, otherwise let it 
continue to agitate, checking the progress every 
minute or so. 

Alternating variegated with solid-colored warp ends, and using 
different colors in the weft, creates a lot of color in your weave 
without a lot of extra work. We will discuss tips for selecting colors 
during the weave-along.

https://yarnworker.com/finish-before-you-start-the-hemstitch/
http://www.laurafry.com/magic.shtml 
http://www.blurb.com/b/8516297-magic-in-the-water
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If you have a machine without an agitator,  try 
adding some heavy rags or old towels to provide 
some friction. You want something the cloth won’t 
adhere to. 

Use an embroidery needle to see if you can still pry 
the weft from the web of the fabric. If so, this is an 
indication that it needs to full more.  

If the desired amount of fulling occurs before the 
rinse cycle begins, gently hand-rinse the fabric to 
remove the soap without causing further felting. 

Roll the sample in a towel to remove excess 
moisture, then lay it flat. Lightly block with your 
hands. If desired, you can steam press the fabric 
while it is still damp so it dries flat. 

You can also try finishing the fabric for about 10 
minutes in the dryer on air fluff or low heat. This 
will further meld the fabric together. 

If you want your project to be more fulled, let it 
agitate longer and/or repeat the process. Once you 
get to know your machine, you don’t have to do 
quite as much checking. 

Finishing Cut the fringe from the fabric. Don’t toss 
it, these leavings can make great stuffing along 
with your other loom waste. 

Cut the coasters about 4” square. We will explore 
some edging and seaming techniques during 
finishing week. See page 5 for some other projects 
ideas and resources. 

Fully Finished
These samples are woven from 
100% wool, indigo-dyed yarn from 
my stash. My test showed it to be a 
moderately good felter (see page 4 
for more information). My machine 
is a top loader with a low profile 
agitator. 

Most hand-dyed yarns tend to bleed 
a little bit. The more conservative 
washing doesn’t leave any trace of 
the residual dye. However, washing 
them with prolonged agitation in hot 
water can cause the colors to shift. 

It seems counterintuitive, but many 
wools benefit from a machine wash 
on delicate and a short air fluff in the 
dryer. How much so can depend 
entirely on the wool style and your 
machine type. 

Some wools can be cut without 
further finishing with just a single 
wash on the gentle cycle, while 
others take a rougher finish. This is 
where swatching really pays off! 

unwashed

handwashed

machine washed, gentle 
cycle with cold water, 10 
minutes in the dryer on 
low heat setting

machine washed, regular 
cycle with hot water, 20 
minutes in the dryer on 
regular heat setting

machine washed on 
heavy cycle with hot 
water, 30 minutes in the 
dryer on a high heat 
setting 

Unfinished fringe turns into felted locks in 
the wash. You can trim these off to use as 
embellishments or stuffing. 
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Fulling vs. Felting
The terms “fulling” and “felting” are often used 
interchangeably, but they refer to different 
processes.  Felting is the process of agitating 
protein fibers, such as wool, with needles or 
water to fuse the fibers together into a solid 
fabric. Historically, Fulling, also known as 
waulking or walking, is a finishing process 
applied to woven cloth to remove oils and dirt 
and to create a dense, thick, cohesive fabric by 
repeatedly pounding the wet cloth, or in some 
cases, walking on it. Commercially available 
yarns for the modern maker rarely need to be 
scoured in this way. Fulling is still very much in 
use to create thicker, denser fabric from woven, 

knitted, or crocheted items made from protein 
fibers. Fulling can be pushed to its extremes 
where the fibers permanently fuse together. 
Some wool projects benefit from fulling even if 
you aren’t going to take them to a fused extreme. 

Differential Shrinkage
You can combine yarns that felt with yarns that 
don’t (cotton, linen, rayon, and synthetics) to 
create a fabric with bobbles or bumps. This is  
called “differential shrinkage”. The Bobbled 
Slippers from Weaving Made Easy shown on 
page 5, are an example of this kind of fabric. 

Cut two pieces of 
your yarn about 15" 
long—one to 
sample and another 
to compare. Shown 
here is Brown Sheep 
Prarie Spun, 100% 
wool (orange), 
Stitch Sprouts 
Crater Lake 100% 
superwash Merino 
(yellow), and 
Mountain Meadow 
Suffolk, 100% down 
wool (red brown). 

As weavers, we tend to acquire half-used balls of yarn from past projects. They often lose their 
ball bands and our memories falter when trying to remember the fibers they are made from. 
Here is a quick test to tell if your yarn is a good felter or not. 

The Full Story

Will It Felt?

To test your yarn’s 
feltability, pour boiling 
water into a small basin 
and add a dash of soap, 
any kind will do. Using 
rubber gloves, roll the yarn 
around in the palm of your 
hand vigorously for about 
10 seconds. If it is a 
superfelter, you may not 
be able to tease the fibers 
apart. If it is a good felter, 
you will be able to pull 
apart, but it will be a bit 
stuck to itself and lose a 
considerable amount of 
length. If it isn’t a good 
felter, it will pull apart 
fairly easily and while it 
may be roughed up, won’t 
lose a lot of length.  

All yarns lose some length during the washing process. The Brown Sheep yarn lost over half its length and became very compact. You can 
no longer see the individual plies. While the others got roughed up and lost some length, they stayed largely intact, the superwash more 
so than the yarn made from down fiber. Down breeds, like some longwools, are known to resist felting.  
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Cute, quirky, stuffed 
creatures make me 
smile. The Aranzi 
Aronzo company’s book 
Cute Dolls included a 
pattern for the bunny 
shown here. I call it my 
Thrums Buns. It is  
stuffed with loom 
waste called “thrums”. 
You can also find some 
super cute patterns at 
Shiny, Happy, World. 
Once you start looking, 
you will see felt-friendly 
patterns everywhere!

There are a number of patterns in Weaving Made Easy, including the 
Fully Woven Scarf and the Bobbled Slippers. If you have the first 
edition, it also included a coaster pattern with needlefelted flowers. 

Project Ideas
While I was a co-
host on Knitting 
Daily TV, I 
demonstrated how 
to make a small 
felted bag with 
magnet closures. 
You can download 
the pattern here. 

This  little tree is made 
by cutting a series of 
circles starting at 3", 
then gradually 
decreasing the 
diameter of each 
successive circle. A 
large 8" US size 13 
double-pointed knitting 
needle forms the trunk. 
The circles are speared 
through by the knitting 
needle. The needle is 
set in a small ceramic 
pot and filled with soil 
and pebbles to form the 
base. The soil makes 
the trunk a little bit 
more stable than 
pebbles on their own. 

This mini cupcake was made 
by cutting a 5½" square and 
stuffing it with the trimmed 
fringe of the felted fabric and 
bits of loom waste. It is 
loosely stitched on the 
bottom to hold the stuffing in 
place. Mini silicone cupcake 
holders formed the base and 
a few round-headed pins 
serve as sprinkles.

Use a giant cookie 
cutter to create 
different shapes. I use 
these as catch-alls for 
my needles and to send 
heart-felt missives to 
anyone who needs a 
pick-me-up or a little 
appreciation. 

https://shop.shinyhappyworld.com/collections/other-felt-patterns
https://www.interweave.com/article/knitting/handwoven-tool-bag-as-seen-on-knitting-daily-tv-episode-206/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B074TYFRW7/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B074TYFRW7/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1

