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Loom Constructed 
Crossbody Bag

 Yarnworker Weave-Along with Liz Gipson

Doubleweave is a powerful structure. You can 
weave two layers of fabric connected at one 
selvedge to create a cloth twice its woven width, 

you can connect both selvedges to weave a tube, weave 
the layers separately, or exchange the layers for a variety 
of colorwork. Join me as we explore the wonders of this 
weave to form a bag entirely constructed on the loom.

Tubular Weave Bag Specs

Know-H
ow fo

r th
e 

Rigid Heddle W
eaver

Liz Gipson is smitten by small 
looms and big plans. yarnworker.com

Yarn 

Warp: Ty-Dy from Knit One, 
Crochet Too; 196 yd/ 3½ oz (100 g)
ball; 100% cotton, worsted weight; 
896 yd/lb; shown in Magenta 
Moss (#574). 

Weft: Second Time Cotton from 
Knit One, Crochet Too; 180 yd/ 
3½ oz (100 g) ball; 75% cotton, 25% 
acrylic, worsted weight; 823 yd/lb; 
shown in Brick (#478). 

Tools Rigid heddle loom with at
least a 10" weaving width  and 
a 2-heddle block, two 8-dent rigid
heddles, 3 shuttles, 2 pick-up 
sticks. Optional: belt shuttle for
strap. 

Warp  120 yd 

Weft 53 yd 

Warp Length 40" 

Warp Ends 108

Width In Rigid Heddle 6¾"

EPI (Ends Per Inch) 16 (8 on each
layer)

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 8 per layer

Finished Size 6" x 7" with 3 ½" 
flap

See pages 8-9 for strap specs and
page 5 for single heddle version.

https://www.yarnworker.com
http://www.yarnworker.com
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Step 2 Move one end from each slot to the hole to the right. See 
tip below for maintaining threading alignment.

There are multiple ways to thread two heddles. During this weave-along, I’ll take the 
opportunity to demonstrate a variation of the direct warping method I’ve taught in my 
previously published works and weave-alongs and to talk a bit about the pros and cons. 

Step 1 With the loom facing you, place a heddle in the heddle 
support slot furthest away from you. Thread each designated slot 
with 4 ends of each color—2 loops if using the direct warping 
method. Wind the warp onto the back beam, placing packing 
paper between the layers. 

Step 3 (Not pictured) Place the front heddle in the loom as far 
apart from the back heddle as possible. See your loom manual for 
specific instructions on suggested heddle placement for your 
loom type, as well as video tips during warping week.

Step 4 Starting on the left side of the loom, take the first 4 ends—
3 from a slot and 1 from a hole—in the back heddle and thread 
them in the corresponding slot in the front heddle. (See bracket 
and arrow in Step 4 photo.). An easy way to doublecheck your 
threading placement is to count the empty holes to the left of the 
warp and be sure there are the same number in each heddle.   

Step 5 Starting again from the left of the warp in the front heddle, 
take one of the ends threaded in a slot from the back to the front 
heddle and move it to the hole to its left. Avoid threading an end 
threaded in a hole in the back heddle to a hole in the front heddle. 

You can work steps 4 and 5 concurrently, threading the front slot 
and then moving one end to a hole to the left. The advantage of this 
is it is easier to maintain the approximate threading order of the 
warp and decrease twisting. 

Threading Two Heddles

Tip! It pays to be mindful of 
maintaining the approximate order 
of the yarns as they appear on the 
back or warp beam. This will keep 
the twisted ends behind the heddle 
to a minimum. You can’t be assured 
that these yarns are perfectly 
ordered as some twisting can 
happen when you pack the back 
beam and this is also a very dense 
warp that tends to pile up on itself. 

The best way to eliminate the 
crossed threads altogether is to use 
the indirect warping method. On  
short warps these intermittent 
crossings don’t cause many issues, 
but on a longer, wider warps they 
can be more problematic. See page 9 
for additional tips. 

Step 1

Step 2

Step 4

Step 5

back heddle

front heddle

https://www.yarnworker.com
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Tubular Doubleweave Bag Directions 

Warp the loom as demonstrated in the videos 
during warping week and following the project 
specs and threading instruction on page 2. Insert 
the pick-up sticks. 
 
Weave the Body of the Bag
 
Wind 3 shuttles, one with scrap yarn and the other 
two with the same colored weft yarn. Keep the 
second weft shuttle in reserve for weaving the flaps. 

Weave 1" plain weave with scrap yarn to spread the 
warp and to keep the weft secure as you remove the 
bag from the loom. To do this, alternate between 
lifting both heddles up and both heddles down.

Switching to the weft yarn, weave 2 picks plain 
weave and use a tail tuck to incorporate the tail. 

To weave tubular doubleweave, follow this 4-step 
sequence.

Tubular Doubleweave

 1. Heddle 1 down (lower layer) 
 2. Pick-Up Stick A (upper layer) 
 3. Pick-Up Stick B (lower layer)
 4. Heddle 2 up (upper layer)

 

After weaving two rounds, check to see that your 
tube is forming. To do this, place Heddle 2 in the 
up position and slide Pick-Up Stick A towards the 
back heddle. This will lift the upper layer above the 
lower layer.  

At the same time, check whether you have an 
extra thread in the selvedge on the opposite side 
of where you started weaving. If you do, remove 
this thread. See weaving week videos for a 
demonstration and further discussion.

Continue weaving until you have a total of 9" of 
tubular doubleweave.  

Weave the Flap

This technique requires two shuttles. Although the 
pattern calls for using the same weft colors, you 
could use different ones to switch up the look of 
the flaps in the finished project. Just be sure they 
are the same size or the fabric will grow at different 
rates. 

If using the same colored weft, add a piece of 
painter’s tape or some other marking on one of the 
shuttles to distinguish between the two shuttles 
while weaving. 

Pick-up Stick A Place both heddles in the down 
position. Pick up every other up end of the top 
layer, 1 up/1 down. Placing a piece of paper in the 
shed may help to distinguish between the two 
layers. 

Pick-Up Stick B Place both heddles in the up position. 
Slide Pick-Up Stick A toward the heddles so it touches 
heddle 2. Place Pick-Up Stick B in the shed. 

Placing Pick-Up Sticks

Back of the loom.

https://www.yarnworker.com
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Weaving Separate Layers

 1. Heddle 1 down, shuttle 1 (lower layer) 
 2. Pick-Up Stick A, shuttle 2 (upper layer) 
 3. Pick-Up Stick B, shuttle 1 (lower layer)
 4. Heddle 2 up, shuttle 2 (upper layer)

End with a few picks of scrap yarn on each layer.

Remove the bag from the loom, preserving as much 
length as possible. Do all finishing work before 
washing. See Finishing Fringe on page 7. 

Washing 

Washing your fabric will help the yarns settle in 
and allow the yarns to bloom, creating a more 
uniform fabric. 

Use a no-rinse soap such as SOAK or any mild 
detergent to wash your project. Just soaking your 
project in water will have a similar effect of helping 
the yarns to settle in, but a little soap helps remove 
any residue left from the milling process. 

Fill a basin with room temperature water. Add the 
recommended amount of no-rinse soap or 1 tbsp. 
of mild detergent. Lay the bag in the water, gently 
swish, then let soak for 20 minutes. 

If using detergent, remove the bag and fill the basin 
with clean water. Rinse the bag. Remove from the 
rinse water and squeeze dry. 

Air dry flat. Trim any weft tails flush with the cloth. 
Trim the buried fringe on the flap just shy of flush. 
Trim bottom fringe. I trimmed my fringe at a slight 
angle to keep the fringe from splaying out at the 
sides.  

Finishing Fascination

Our relationship to time 
is based on how much we 
enjoy what we are doing. 
Just as I have come to 
embrace warping as a 
satisfying activity, so too 
do I feel about finishing. 
I enjoy the creative 
challenge finding new ways 
to finish strong. 

See page 7 for a  fringeless 
and twisted fringe option 
and pages 8 - 9 for two 
different strap options.

When burying relatively thick yarns into balanced 
weaves, it is possible that the tails can work 
themselves out of the cloth if you trim them too 
close to the cloth. To prevent this from happening, 
trim the tails just shy of flush. This leaves a bit of 
texture on the surface of the cloth so it is best to 
work the tails in on the back side of the cloth 
although when cut consistently, the raised texture 
becomes part of the design. See page 7 for more 
details on burying the ends. 

https://www.yarnworker.com
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This plain weave version of the bag is for folks 
who want to weave along, but either don’t 
have the equipment or perhaps are looking 

to tackle a less complex weave at this moment in 
time. This also gives me an opportunity to talk 
about one of my favorite joins, the baseball stitch 
(see detail photo at right). 

Single Heddle Bag Specs

Yarn 

Warp and Weft: Ty-Dy from Knit
One, Crochet Too; 196 yd/ 3½ oz
(100 g) ball; 100% cotton, worsted
weight; 896 yd/lb; shown in
Coral Sea (#663). 

Tools Rigid heddle loom with at
least an 8" weaving width. 8-dent
rigid heddles, 2 shuttles. Optional:
belt shuttle for strap. (See page 8)

Warp  67 yd 

Weft 49 yd 

Warp Length 43" 

Warp Ends 56

Width In Rigid Heddle 7"

EPI (Ends Per Inch) 8

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 10

Finished Size 7¾" x 6" with 2¼" 
flap and 1" fringe

See pages 8 and 9 for strap specs

Single Heddle Version

https://www.yarnworker.com
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Single Heddle Bag Directions 

Warp the loom using your preferred warping 
method. 
 
Weave the Body of the Bag
 
Wind 2 shuttles, one with scrap yarn and the other 
with the weft yarn. 

Weave 1" plain weave with scrap yarn to spread the 
warp and to keep the weft secure as you remove the 
bag from the loom. 

This bag is woven with the same yarn used in 
the warp to show how it works up. You could also 
choose to use the coordinating solid used in the 
tubularweave bag for a different look.

Weave 22" of plain weave using the weft yarn and 
maintaining about 10 picks per inch. This will 
create a denser fabric and changes the look of the 
colors. We will talk more about this during the 
weave-along. 

Weave a few picks of scrap yarn to secure the weft. 
Remove the fabric from the loom, preserving as 
much fringe length as possible. 

Finishing

Work a fringeless finish one end of the bag and 
work a lattice fringe on the other. See page 7 for 
fringeless finish and this video on the Yarnworker 
YouTube channel for lattice fringe instructions, 
www.youtube.com/yarnworker. 

Fold the fringeless end of the fabric over 8" so that 
the weft picks are lined up with one another at the 
edge. Secure with the baseball stitch. 

Follow washing instructions on page 4. 

Step 1 Thread a 
needle with a length 
of weft about 4 times 
the length of your 
seam. (I’m using a 
contrasting yarn so 
you can see the 
stitches.) Begin by 
inserting the needle 
from the top to the 
bottom leaving a 6" 
tail. Each stitch will be 
worked on top of the 
previous weft pick.

Step 2 Insert the 
needle from the back 
of the top layer 
through to the front 
and pull the thread 
through. 

Step 3 Sew the 
needle from the 
inside of the bottom 
layer of the fabric 
through to the back 
and pull the thread 
through.

Step 4 Cinch the yarn 
to close the seam and 
continue on, 
repeating Steps 2 and 
3. 

Baseball Stitch

yarn tail

https://www.yarnworker.com
https://youtu.be/X_3yaZZf2N0
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Fringeless Flaps

To create a fringeless finish, needleweave the 
fringe back into the cloth about 1½". To do this, 
follow the pathway of the warp end adjacent to 
the fringe you are working.

Allow the yarn to exit on the side you don’t want 
to show. After washing trim the fringe just short 
of flush (see page 4). This will leave a little bit of 
texture on the trimmed side and keep the bulky 
ends from working their way out.

Twisted Fringe

To work the fringe, lay the project on a flat surface. Place a weight on the fabric to keep 
it from sliding as you work. 

Fringe Finishes

Step 1 Decide on how 
many ends you want in 
each twisted fringe. I 
used just 2 warp ends 
to keep the fringes 
relatively small. You 
can use any number 
you wish.

Step 2 Divide the 
ends in half and twist 
in the direction of the 
ply twist until it starts 
to kink back on itself.  
In this case, I’m 
twisting to the right.

Step 3 Place the 
two halves together 
and twist in the 
opposite direction. 

Step 3 Tie an 
overhand knot to 
secure.  I staggered 
my knots to create 
a beaded look and 
to eliminate the 
need to line them 
up. After washing, 
trim the fringe at an 
angle. See photo on 
page 4.

https://www.yarnworker.com
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There is more than one way to go tubular on a 
rigid-heddle loom. This weave creates a round, 
tubular length of fabric, perfect for straps or 
piping. 

Tubularweave Strap Directions

Warp the loom following the project specs. Wind 
the shuttle with weft. If using a belt shuttle, leave 
the tapered edge empty.

Open a shed and pass the shuttle though, leaving 
about a 6" tail. Do not beat! Change the shed. 

Bring the shuttle underneath the warp and pass 
the shuttle through from the same selvedge as 
before. If working right to left you, will always 
pass the shuttle from right to left. Pull the weft 
tight. 

Change the shed without beating with the heddle. 
Before you place the next weft, tug on the weft 
yarn firmly to form the tube.

If you have a belt shuttle, you can use the edge to 
further compress the weft. A table knife can also 
work in a pinch.   

Weave a few more picks and then work 4 half-
hitch knots to secure the tail. Then using a blunt- 
end needle, bury the tail in the knots. 

Continue weaving for about 60". Work 4 half hitch 
knots to secure and remove from loom. See page 9 
for how to attach the loom strap to the bag. 

Tubular Strap Specs

Yarn Warp and weft same as tubular weave
bag on page 1. 

Tools Rigid heddle loom, 8-dent rigid 
heddle; small shuttle, belt shuttle preferred

Warp  18 yd 

Weft 12 yd 

Warp Length 80" 

Warp Ends 8

Width In Rigid Heddle 1" 

EPI (Ends Per Inch) 8

PPI (Picks Per Inch) 6

Finished Size ¼" x 55" tubular strap

Tubular Woven Strap

Belt shuttles are used as a beater in many warp- 
faced weaves. 

To work a half hitch, form a loop, then bring the tail 
through the loop and cinch tight. 

finished strapfinished strap

https://www.yarnworker.com
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Braiding takes up a lot of length. How much can 
be relative to your braiding tension. To form 
a long crossbody strap, I use about twice the 
length I ultimately want to end up with. 

I made my strap from six 3 yd lengths of warp 
and a 3 yd piece of faux suede cord. I used 
Cousin D.I.Y! Faux Suede Cord that I found in 
the beading section in the craft department of 
Walmart. www.walmart.com/ip/Cousin-Faux-
Suede-Cord-4-Count/19231729

To braid the cord, tie one end of these lengths 
together in an overhand knot. This is temporary, 
just to keep them from slipping as you work.  

Tie the entire bundle to a door handle or some 
other sturdy fixture. The long lengths can be 
cumbersome to work in the beginning, so I like 
to have a lot of space to manage them.  

Using three lengths of warp to form two 
separate strands, divide your bundle into three 
units, two made of warp ends and the third of 
the cord. 

Begin braiding by laying the right strand over 
the middle strand. This is now the middle 
strand. Lay the left strand over the new middle 
strand. Repeat until you have braided the entire 
length. 

You may have to stop every few repeats and pull 
the long lengths free of the twisted strands that 
will form below the braid. 

Tie off the end of the 
braid in an overhand 
knot. Untie the braid 
from the door handle 
being careful to not 
lose any of the braid. 
Untie the overhand 
knot at this end and if 
you wish, braid back 
to gain some extra 
length or tie off the 
braid as is. 

Attaching the Strap

Use a length of warp or 
weft to whipstitch the 
strap onto the edge of 
the bag above and 
below the knots.  Knot 
one end and bring it 
through the back of the 
cloth to secure. Bury the 
other tail in the seam. 

Braided Strap

Indirect Warping Tips

It is beyond the scope 
of the weave-along to 
go into detail about 
threading two heddles 
using the indirect 
method. 

In brief, using my 
preferred front-to-back 
method, you would 
wind your warp 
separately, then secure 
it with a choke tie. (You 
could also use lease 
sticks if you prefer.) 
Work the process on 
page 2 in reverse, 
threading the front 
heddle (Step 5) then 
the back heddle (Step 
4) and tie onto the 
back apron rod, pack 
the warp, then tie onto 
the front apron rod.  

This will require extra 
warp length because 
you are tying onto the 
front and back beams. 

front heddle

back heddle

front heddle

https://www.yarnworker.com
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